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SUBJECT: SLIGHT IMPROVEMENT IN EGYPTIAN -ETHIOPIAN 
RELATIONS 

1 . ETHIOPIAN POLOFF COMMENTED TO EMBOFF AUGUST 17 THAT 
EGYPTIAN MFA HAD DURING RECENT WEEKS MADE EFFORT TO IMPROVE 
SERIOUSLY STRAINED ETHIOPIAN-EGYPTIAN DIPLOMATIC RELA- 
TIONS. IN JULY ETHIOPIAN AMBASSADOR BETROU KIDANE-MARIAM 
HAD DELIVERED STIFF PROTEST NOTE TO MINSTATE FONAFF 
BOUTROS GHALI COMPLAINING OF INFLAMMATORY ARTICLES ON 
ETHIOPIA AND INFORMING EGYPTIANS THAT ENTIRE QUESTION OF 
DIPLOMATIC RELATIONS WAS "UNDER REVIEW." 

2. AFTER GHALI HAD DELIVERED ETHIOPIAN PROTEST TO 

FONMIN KAMEL, AMBASSADOR BETROU WAS CALLED BY KAMEL FOR 
PERSONAL MEETING. KAMEL WAS "QUITE CONCILIATORY." KAMEL 
NOTED THAT. WHILE CERTAIN PORTIONS OF ETHIOPIAN PROTEST 
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WERE UNACCEPTABLE TO GOE, THERE WAS SOME TRUTH TO 
ETHIOPIAN COMPLAINTS OVER BIASED PRESS TREATMENT. KAMEL 
STRESSED TO AMBASSADOR BETROU THAT GOE WOULD MAKE CON- 
SCIOUS EFFORT TO REMOVE DIPLOMATIC MISUNDERSTANDINGS AND 
PROMISED TO MEET WITH MININFO SAWI TO URGE EGYPTIAN PRESS 
RESTRAINT IN FUTURE ARTICLES DEALING WITH ETHIOPIA. 
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3. KAMEL ALSO INFORMED AMBASSADOR BETROU THAT DURING JULY 
GOE HAD RECEIVED SEVERAL REPORTS FROM EGYPTIAN EMBASSY IN 
ADDIS ABABA STRESSING POSSIBILITY OF FUTURE CORDIAL RELA- 
TIONS BETWEEN PMGSE AND GOE. EGYPTIAN EMBASSY ADDIS 
ABABA HAD APPARENTLY GAINED IMPRESSION THAT. DESPITE CLOSE 
ETHIOPIAN-SOVIET TIES, POSSIBILITIES OF FRUITFUL CO- 
OPERATION BETWEEN EGYPT AND ETHIOPIA WOULD INCREASE IN 
FUTURE. KAMEL COMMENTED THAT, IN LIGHT OF REPORTING 

FROM ADDIS ABABA, EGYPTIAN MFA WOULD WORK FOR IMPROVE- 
MENT OF RELATIONS. 

4. ETHIOPIAN POLOFF CONCLUDED THAT ETHIOPIAN EMBASSY HAS 
INDEED NOTED ABATEMENT IN VOLUME OF ANTI-ETHIOPIAN PRESS 
TREATMENT. ALTHOUGH ETHIOPIANS STILL HIGHLY CRITICAL OF 
EGYPTIAN SUPPORT FOR ERITREANS, ETHIOPIAN EMBASSY CAIRO 
BELIEVES DIPLOMATIC RELATIONS WITH EGYPT ARE NOW MOVING 
FROM RECENT CRISIS INTO PERIOD OF MORE CORDIAL RELATIONS. 

5. COMMENT: ETHIOPIANS MAY BE MORE OPTIMISTIC BECAUSE 
OF GHALI'S AND KAMEL'S COMMENTS THAN IS WARRANTED. BOTH 
GHALI AND KAMEL WOULD LIKE A THAW IN ETHIOPIAN/EGYPTIAN 
RELATIONS. THEY MAY BE EXPECTED DO WHAT THEY CAN TO 
FACILITATE SUCH A DEVELOPMENT. IN THE FINAL ANALYSIS, 
HOWEVER, IT IS SADAT WHO CALLS THE TUNE ON EGYPTIAN 
POLICY TOWARD THE HORN OF AFRICA AND SADAT REMAINS 
SQUARELY IN THE CORNER OF SOMALI PRESIDENT SIAD BARRE. 
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SADAT HAS SYMPATHY FOR THE DILEMMA IN WHICH SIAD FINDS 
HIMSELF IN OGADEN AND ACCEPTS THE SOMALI PRESIDENT'S 
ARGUMENT THAT TO STOP GIVING MATERIAL SUPPORT TO THE 
ETHNIC SOMALI INSURGENTS COULD CAUSE HIM TO LOSE FACE 
WITH HIS OWN SOMALI PEOPLE. SADAT CONTINUES TO VIEW THE 
SOVIET AND CUBAN PRESENCE IN ETHIOPIA IN DARKEST TERMS. 
SHOULD THE ETHIOPIANS AGAIN MOUNT MILITARY ACTIONS 
AGAINST THE SOMALIS BECAUSE SIAD CONTINUES TO SUPPORT 
THE INSURGENTS THERE, SADAT MAY BE EXPECTED ANGRILY TO 
BLAME THE ETHIOPIANS. WHETHER THIS IS JUSTIFIED OR NOT 
IS NOT THE ISSUE; UNQUESTIONED SUPPORT FOR SIAD HAS 
BECOME A LINCHPIN OF EGYPTIAN POLICY TOWARD THE HORN OF 
AFRICA AND KAMEL AND GHALI WILL, HOWEVER RELUCTANTLY, 
HAVE TO TOE THE LINE. IF ON THE OTHER HAND ETHIOPIAN 
MILITARY ACTIONS AGAINST SOMALIA DO NOT RECUR, THERE IS 
A POSSIBILITY THAT A GRADUAL THAW IN EGYPTIAN/ETHIOPIAN 
RELATIONS MAY TAKE PLACE. SO LONG AS THE SOVIETS AND 
CUBANS ARE IN ETHIOPIA, HOWEVER, SADAT WILL CONTINUE TO 
LOOK WITH DEEP SUSPICION UPON THE MENGISTU REGIME AS A 
THREAT NOT ONLY TO SOMALIA, BUT ALSO MORE IMMEDIATELY TO 
THE SUDAN AND EVENTUALLY TO EGYPT ITSELF. THIS WILL 
SHARPLY LIMIT THE EXTENT TO WHICH IMPROVED EGYPTIAN/ 
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